
teaching trail through the Design 
of Higher Education Teaching

Designing a course is a creative process filled with many decisions. We want to help you on your way 
through the course design process by guiding you through each section with key questions. These can 

help you plan, reflect, and find more information. Clicking on these sections will take you to our website.
There we offer additional materials, which are currently only available in German.

Familiarize yourself with insights on
how to achieve teaching and

learning objectives, why they are
important, what functions they serve,

and how this relates to values.

Teaching formats
include e.g. lectures, 
seminars, tutorials, 

projects, colloquia, and 
excursions. Investigate 

what distinguishes each 
format and in which 

direction you want to 
take them.

Digitalization is a
cross-cutting theme.

It starts with the
design of spaces.

Take the time to
learn more about it.

Do you already 
know exactly 

what you want to 
achieve and why?

yes no

Is your teaching
format already
determined?

yesno

Content can be 
conveyed verbally, 
as text, audio, or 

video. Background 
information helps 

to make 
appropriate 

decisions.

Tasks can be used 
to practice, explore, 
transform, or create 

knowledge. Learn 
about the various 
options available.

Assignments can lead 
to interaction. Use 
additional opportunities 
to promote social
interaction.

In addition to background 
information on educational 

design, small tips can often be 
helpful as well. Take a look at 

what we have to offer on that 
(currently only in German).

Is it decided whether 
the course will take 

place in physical and/or 
virtual spaces?

yesno

Do you already
know everything

you need for that?
yesno

Do you already know
everything about the 

teaching format?
yesno

Does your course 
include teaching 

knowledge by presen-
ting and explaining 

contents?
yesno

Do you know 
how to do that 

most effectively?

yes no

Does your teaching 
knowledge include tasks 
that encourage students 
to engage actively with 

the content?

yes no

Do you know 
how to do that 

most effectively?
yes no

You know what they 
should look like?

yesno

Does your teaching include 
measures that encourage 

and support opportunities 
for social interaction?

yes no

Are you looking for 
simple tips for everyday 
teaching that can make 

a big difference?

yesno

Assessments for and of 
Learning are part of course 
design. Explore your 
design options.

yesno yesno

Do you already 
know exactly 

how you want 
to assess?

yesno yesno

Are you going to reflect 
on your teaching?

yes noyes no

Are you interested in doing 
research on your teaching?

yesno yesno

Are you finished and satisfied 
with your course design?

The teaching trail is an English translation of the „Lehrpfad“ (Hamburger Zentrum für Universitäres Lehren und Lernen (HUL)).The teaching trail is an English translation of the „Lehrpfad“ (Hamburger Zentrum für Universitäres Lehren und Lernen (HUL)).

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution Share-alike 4.0 international license

Teaching is an act of design. 
With your course design, 
you engage in collaborative 
action. Simulate the process 
and seek input to inspire you.

Scholarship of Teaching 
and Learning

is labor-intensive but 
fruitful. Become a Scholar 

of Teaching and learn 
how to do it.

Don't you want to think 
about it one more time?

yesyes

Have you achieved your goals? 
Benefit from self-reflection

and self-evaluation.
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Set Design

Epistemic Design

Social Design

micro Design

Assessment Design

Goals and Values

Start

https://www.hul.uni-hamburg.de/selbstlernmaterialien/1-ziele-und-werte.html
https://www.hul.uni-hamburg.de/selbstlernmaterialien.html#lehrpfad
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://www.hul.uni-hamburg.de/selbstlernmaterialien/2-lehrformate.html
https://www.hul.uni-hamburg.de/selbstlernmaterialien/3-lehr-lernraueme.html
https://www.hul.uni-hamburg.de/selbstlernmaterialien/5-aufgaben.html
https://www.hul.uni-hamburg.de/selbstlernmaterialien/4-inhaltsvermittlung.html
https://www.hul.uni-hamburg.de/selbstlernmaterialien/6-soziale-interaktion.html
https://www.hul.uni-hamburg.de/selbstlernmaterialien/7-kleine-tipps.html
https://www.hul.uni-hamburg.de/selbstlernmaterialien/8-assessments.html
https://www.hul.uni-hamburg.de/selbstlernmaterialien/9-entwurfshandeln.html
https://www.hul.uni-hamburg.de/selbstlernmaterialien/10-lehrforschung.html
https://www.hul.uni-hamburg.de/selbstlernmaterialien/11-selbstreflexion.html
https://www.hul.uni-hamburg.de/en/selbstlernmaterialien.html



